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Athletics: 

It is official.  Sports are back in session and the first high school 

practices were allowed to begin on January 16th.  With sports 

back in session the athletes are getting back into shape and 

honing their skills to be the best they can be on their respective 

nights of competition.  With this in mind, it is important for our 

athletes to take care of their bodies.  Not just physically but 

mentally as well.  With the delays from the pandemic this has 

been very hard on everyone involved and it is important that we 

try and acclimate as quickly as we can to our new athletic 

schedules and demands academically. 

The end of the semester is January 22, 2021 and as always our 

athletes are STUDENT-athletes and the academics will always take precedence over our athletic 

programs.  The athletes are well aware of how they stand academically and have taken steps to correct 

issues in class.  With the focus on academics if an athlete fails a course for the semester they will be 

academically ineligible for the semester.  Again we cannot emphasize enough the importance of our 

educational endeavors for our students. 

The athletic department has updated all the Winter Sports schedules on cassopolisathletics.com.  The 

varsity schedules have also been updated on the MHSAA website.  Coaches will begin receiving their 

revised schedules this week.  This is the most recent and updated schedule that is available but please 

don’t be surprised if there are changes as we still try and navigate these challenging times. 

The Middle/Junior High athletic teams are ready to go.  The girls basketball teams have had practice this 

week as well as the wrestling team.  The athletes are excited to be back on the court and on the mat.  If 

anyone in the Middle School is still interested in joining a Winter Sport please contact the respective 

coach in each sport. 

All teams will be charging admission for entrance into our sporting events.  The Southwest 10 will 

currently be using the two tickets per athlete protocol to help prevent the spread of Covid-19.  This can 

be an inconvenience but our athlete’s safety is of our utmost importance.  

All practices are non-contact practices until February 1st.  If there are no changes from the state or the 

MHSAA our first days of competition will be February 9th for the Varsity and Junior Varsity Basketball 

teams.  February 10th for the Varsity wrestling team.  The Girls Junior High Basketball team will compete 

on February 8th and the Wrestling team will have a match on February 12th. 

With the above paragraph stating that contact practices can begin on February 1, 2021, news today may 

cause a delay on contact practices and again another schedule change for Winter sports.  Today, the 
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State of Michigan appears to have extended the contact ban on Winter sports until February 21st.  With 

this being said the MHSAA is going to meet and see how this will impact the winter sports season.   

#Ranger Strong 

 

 

Cassopolis High School 
                                                   

With our high school students recently returning from winter break, they 

have been working hard and wrapping up 1st semester.  Below you will find 

some of the neat projects and activities that they’ve been working on, as                                                                                                    

well as some new equipment that has been purchased and donated. 
 

Band (with Mr. Keck):  

Mr. Keck and our band program recently purchased Premier Brand Chimes that 

can (and will) be used by Ranger Band percussionists in the coming 

decades.  (Yes, decades!)   

 
  

 
Concert chimes, while they are a specialty instrument---are a required fixture for Intermediate and 

Advanced level Concert Band literature.   
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What's more, this particular set features a heavy duty frame, which opens up the possibility of their use 

in future Ranger Band Marching productions. 

You're most likely to hear this implement of musical excellence deployed during one of our Winter 

Holiday Concerts---but you may even see it at our Festival or Spring performances!   

The student members, parent supporters, and the Director of Bands would all like to thank the school 

for their continued support of the Ranger Band Program!  

Senior High Concert Band:  

The Ranger Senior High Concert Band is working towards their MSBOA Concert Festival Performance in 

May---they'll be performing "Badge of Honor March" (Harris) "Rain" (Balmages), and "The Lost Lady 

Found (Grainger)  

In regards to safety, the ensemble is rehearsing in the auditorium; surround-sound style!  We've also 

employed the use of instrument bell covers to significantly cut down the risk of aerosol spread.   

In the attached photo, the band assumes their patented Health & Safety pose. 

Fun fact:  The Health & Safety pose is also useful for fending off bears, or escaping quicksand.  

 

 

AP English (with Mrs. Herwick):  

Each quarter AP English students are expected to do an independent reading of a piece of 

fiction from a list that Mrs. Herwick them with.  Each quarter students are to do some kind of a 

report on their reading. This year, Mrs. Herwick has decided to change things up and have her 

students participate in different things from the traditional book report that was previously 

done. This year, students have been participating in creative presentations.  The purpose of 

these presentations is to cover many pieces of fiction at once, and to give students a guide and 

directive for literary analysis.  It prepares them to do well on the AP test that they take at the 

end of the school year, but also helps foster students as life-long readers.   

For this quarter’s independent read, the AP English students did something called a book 

mosaic, and they turned out beautiful.  Students shared their book mosaics with Mrs. Herwick 

via their Echo course. Below are a few of those book mosaics.  
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Theater:  

Students in Mr. Bondy’s theater class have been working on various different exercises since 

being back to school. Students participated in impromptu scenes where they drew a scenario 

and had to quickly act it out for their classmates to try to figure out what they were doing.  

Another exercise that students have been practicing was a “battle” type activity where Mr. 

Bondy provided students with a topic and students were divided into two teams and faced-off 

with one another where they could only ask their challenge mate questions about the topic at 

hand. For example, if the topic was “dog park” students would challenge each other by asking 

questions such as “what kind of dog is that?” “Are you new here?” If a student answered the 

opposing students question rather than reply with another question, they had to go to the back 

of the line. It was a challenging, but hysterical exercise that the students enjoyed participating 

in.   
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In addition to the impromptu verbal exercises, Mr. Bondy has also had his students participate 

in impromptu “creative thinking” exercises where students had to think quick to make decisions 

and designs.  Recently, students “owned” the runway, as they put on a small fashion show to 

show their creativity for costume design. Check out our amazing theater models and their 

designers!  
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Health (with. Mr. Purlee):  

Recently in Health, students have been working on their research presentations on substance 

abuse.  Each student had to choose a substance, research it, and be ready to present about it to 

their classmates. Since each student had to select a substance, this allowed for the students to 

learn about a plethora of various different substance abuses.  Students conducted their 

presentations via zoom on Tuesday, so that ALL students could see and hear about all the 

different substances that are commonly abused. Two substance abuses that the students felt 

were the most common and problematic were cocaine and alcoholism.  

Ag Science (with Mrs. Holderbaum):  

Ag students have been hard at work wrapping up first semester and preparing for second 

semester. Students have been cleaning and preparing the greenhouse for their upcoming 

projects. (see picture below) 

 

 

AgLit students recently took part in demonstrating their summary of skills that they learned by 

reading and paraphrasing an article about gardening techniques and their leadership and team 

works skills. Students worked in teams and showed their knowledge of plan needs by providing 

an ideal growing environment for the seeds they are planting. Students then followed this up 

with individual reflections on growing methods and plant structures.  (see picture below)  
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In addition to AgLit students working on their seeds, planting, and growing activates, students 

used the “Kitchen Scrap Gardens” to learn about plant structures and their roles in plants. (see 

picture below)  
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FFA members and officers held a blended virtual-in person FFA meeting where FFA Officers 

performed opening ceremonies. State Officers also virtually visited the meeting to provide a 

workshop on leadership.  (see picture below)  

 

 

Like the Ag students, the Vet Science students have been busy working hard to clean out the 

barn and prepare it for their exciting upcoming projects in second semester.  (see picture 

below) 
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Geometry (with Mrs. Jackson): 

Before Mrs. Jackson’s Geometry students left for winter break, her students were tasked with 

making towers that incorporated various different shapes and sizes. Not only did the students 

have to build the towers using the various shapes, but they also had to collaborate with the 

group members to ensure that their towers could stand tall.  
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Algebra. I and II (with Mrs. Pompey): 

In Mrs. Pompey’s Algebra I and II classes, they have been working on percent change, 

discounts, taxes, tips, and commission lessons with the following rotations with Mrs. Pompey 

helping, guiding and asking students questions): 

Rotation 1: Students had 3 restaurant menus to choose a meal (app, entree, dessert, and drink). 

They had a coupon to use, taxes to find, and tip to figure to find a grand total of what their bill 

would be. 

Rotation 2: Students “went shopping” at a store that had sales ranging from 10% off to 60% off. 

They had a budget of what they could spend and had to buy 4 things. They found their new 

subtotal after discounts and then added the taxes to find their total.  

Rotation 3: With the new year bringing new resolutions, students found a percent change of 

weight losses of 6 people for a week and a total percent change from the beginning weight until 

the  current weight. 

Rotation 4: Students were real estate agents and had to find the average percent change of 

units sold and the average price for different areas for the month of December from 2019 to 

2020 (using real time data). Students were then given follow up questions about what area they 

would want to sell houses in and why, etc. 

 

French 1 and II (with Ms. Quinn):  

French 2:  

Students just wrapped up their module on clothing/shopping. The focus of this module was to 

have students talk about what they wear and be able to describe it, as well as where they 

go/can go to buy their clothing.  

The current project(s) that students are working on / finishing are:  

1) A virtual fashion show--the students had to prepare a script describing an outfit they want to 

model. The script had to include specific vocabulary and grammar concepts we covered this 

unit. The students are creating a Flip Grid video this week in which they will model their outfit 

using their script. 

2) The students also had to work with a group to create a skit between a salesperson and a 

client(s) at a clothing store. In the skit, students had to include specific vocabulary and grammar 

concepts they’ve learned as well, but the focus of their skit is their pronunciation and 

intonation of the language. So far, students have done the written script and will perform the 

skits starting next week.  
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 French 1: 

Students are currently working on a project called, “A typical day at an American high school.”  

So far, students have learned how to talk about their schedules, classes, teachers and what they 
need for classes in French. Their next focus will be on learning how to tell time so they can say 
when they have certain classes and can begin creating the schedule and presentation portion of 
their project.  

As a cumulative assessment for this semester, students were asked to complete a series of 
stations that covered concepts of the language they should have mastered before continuing 
on to the second semester. The stations consisted of… 

1.      Writing/Grammar – Sentence translations, verb conjugations, etc.  

2.      Reading/ Language Comprehension—Students read a pen pal letter written in 
French and had comprehension questions to answer in English.  

3.      Speaking—Students drew a number that had a question in French and had to 
answer that question in French.  

4.      Listening/ Dictation—Students listened to several sentences in French and had to 
write down the French words that were said.   

5.      Culture—In this station, the students continued to work on their Paris monument 
project. The expectation was to work with their group to get feedback and next steps on 
what to do for their presentation.  

 

Art (with Mrs. Yakel):  

Cassopolis Art students have been focusing on Expressionism within the classroom Final Exams. 

Students were asked to think about how they were feeling over the past year with all the 

changes to their lives and the world and to express those feelings through their Art.  This 

project has been very therapeutic for many students.   

In the pictures below, you will see emotions expressed in both the use of line and 

color.  Students will also be describing their process, techniques and the meaning behind their 

work through a written Artist Statement as part of this project.  
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Catastrophe by Sydney Anderson (painting):  

 

Self-Expression by Abigail King (mixed media):  
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Self Expression by Savannah Quint (mixed media): 

 

 

Julie Burton and Katie Hines working on their expression pieces:  
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3-D Art (with Mrs. Yakel):  

Mrs. Yakel’s 3-D art students have been working on a 3-D self-portrait that focuses on “Form 

and Shape” using the available materials in the classroom or at home.  Students are able to 

problem solve and find solutions throughout their creative process.  Many students chose to 

work with Cardboard, and paper mache.   

Self-Portrait by Grace Silverthorn (mixed media):  

  

 

 

Psychology (with Mrs. Westrate):  

Last week, Mrs. Westrate had her students use flipgrid for their presentations on psychological 

disorders.  The students enjoyed creating their flipgrids and viewing the flipgrids that their 

classmates made. During the presentations, students also took part in note-taking as they 

would need to have that information for the next part of their activity.  

Below is a picture of all the different flipgrids (videos) that students created for their 

presentation.  
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For their final activity of the semester, students were given choice boards that are linked as google 

attachments in their Echo courses. 

 

 

A Special Thank you… 

Former Cassopolis student, Agust Olafsson is donating two pieces of science equipment (a pH 

meter and a refractometer) to our science department for our students and teachers to use in 

the classroom. Our science department is very excited to be gaining these new additions and 

cannot wait to use them with their students.  

 

 

Thank you, Agust!  
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From the Tech Department: 
 

1. We have been working on getting the Papercut 
server/software finalized and hope to be finished by 
end of this week or next week.    PaperCut MF is an 
easy way to automatically monitor and manage 
copying and printing in our organization, giving us 
control over our costs and environmental impact. 
 

2. We have started using the Go Guardian for the jail program.  We will be moving 
forward with Go Guardian Teacher very soon as well.  More updates to come. 
 

3. We are still waiting on delivery of Chromebooks which was delayed last year as a 
result of Covid and the mass ordering of devices throughout school districts 
across the country.  We are looking into another option to get more 
Chromebooks. – Update- our order of 168 Chromebooks that was delayed will be 
ready for us next week sometime.  They are scheduled for delivery this Thursday 
to our distributer. Once they are tagged, enrolled into our gsuite, and inventoried, 
they will be delivered to the district. We are hoping next week so that we can get 
those issued to students. 
 

4. We've finally got the new camera server installed.  We will be finishing up some 
final setups of accounts over the next week or two. 
 

5. We will be adding more wireless AP's for outside wifi at all schools. 
 
 We would like to thank everyone that has helped and continue to help with technology 
concerns, issues, assigning devices, creating tickets, list goes on.  We have an awesome 
team. Thanks everyone.  

 

Food Service Update: 

During our school closure we are happy to announce that we 

were able to provide 35,280 meals total!  

22,768 meals were picked up 

12,512 meals were DELIVERED to homes.  

 

Please help me to give a big thank you to all the team members who worked to make this 

happen. 

Theresa Mott 

Melissa Smith 

Debbie Watson 

Pat Waldschmidt 

 

 



 

20 
 

Holly Christopher 

Susie Light 

Charlene Lee 

Geradine Gatson 

Kandice White 

Merry Ryan 

Nancy Dussel 

Joann Watkins 

Diane Alford 

Pat Alsphaugh 

Theresa Townsend 

Matt Hanner 

Beth Westrick 

 

We are honored to be able to serve you and your families and wish you the best and brightest 

2021. 

 

Employee Spotlight! 
 

Geraldine Gatson has been helping feed Cassopolis Public Schools students for almost  

10 years!  
This lady is a spitfire and always up for the challenge. Her dependability, flexibility, and 

tenacious spirit are so very appreciated. Please be sure to thank her for dedication and smiling 

eyes when you see her. 
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Curriculum / Grants & Assessment 

 
NWEA Testing 
Currently, the NWEA testing window is open. Grades K-11th will be 
participating in Winter testing. This is a great opportunity for us to 
look at the data to see where students grew during the first semester 
and what areas of growth we need to focus on during the second 
semester. 
 
Spring Testing 

Currently, State Testing is scheduled to begin on April 12th for all grades. Students will be 
participating in the M-STEP, PSAT 8-9, PSAT 10, and SAT. More information to come on when 
specific grades will test.  
 

 
 

.  
Parent Echo Viewer- 
Parents can get notifications through ECHO about students’ grades. 
Use the Parent Echo User Guide- found on our website to find out how. 
 

 
Early Middle College – Apply TODAY! 
Early Middle College information for students has been sent out. Any student who is interested 
in earning their associate’s or career certificate while in high school will have the opportunity to 
apply. This is a great way to earn a degree while in high school at no cost. 

 

 

http://www.cassopolis.k12.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12205019/Image/Ross%20Beatty/ECHO%20PARENT%20USER%20GUIDE%202%20(2).pdf
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Contact Mrs. Brawley for more information: bbrawley@cassopolis.org 
 
What is Early Middle College? 

 
Through the Early Middle College (EMC) Program, you will earn a college degree and or career 
certificate.  The EMC is structured so that you gradually increase your exposure to college 
courses over a five-year span. You take college classes during 11th and 12th grades along with 
your high school classes, and then attend college full time during the fifth year of high school to 
complete the program. 
Currently, we partner with Lake Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College. 
Students are able to apply to one college and take a program that aligns with their career 
pathway. 

 
What are the Benefits of Early Middle College? 

1. You can earn a career certificate or an Associate's Degree while still in high school. This 
will help you advance through your educational path and start your career years earlier 
than a traditional educational program. 

2. If a four-year college is in your future, you will have a smooth transition.  Both Lake 
Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College participate in the state-wide 
Michigan Transfer Agreement and has individual transfer agreements with universities 
throughout Michigan and Indiana. 

3. You will be able to save money as you pursue a college degree through an additional 
year of high school used to complete your college program. 

 

 

Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar!  

January 22 End of First Semester 
January 25 Second Semester Begins 
February 8 BOE meeting, 6:30PM 
February 15 No School, Presidents’ Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Math and Science Center Information 
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